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As Sheriff contract renewal looms, students make their voices heard
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
Keynote rounds out 
Black History Month
The Center for Global Engagement (CGE) has faced dif-
ficulties over the past few months, with the coronavirus out-
break putting a hold on student travel plans. Now the CGE 
faces a new challenge: overwhelming demand for off-cam-
pus study. This year, an unprecedented number of students 
have applied to study abroad, specifically in the spring 2021 
semester. The CGE has been forced to place some of these 
students on waitlists while it decides how to accommodate 
the immense demand.
On Feb. 20, 30 students who had applied for off-campus 
study received an email from Marne Ausec, director of the 
CGE.
“The number of students who wish to go on OCS in 
spring is much greater than the number who wish to go in 
the fall,” Ausec wrote. “After giving students the opportu-
nity to switch, we still cannot accommodate all requests for 
spring. After a stratified random sort of names, you have 
been placed on a waitlist for Spring 2021.”
It’s not unusual for more students to apply for off-campus 
study in spring semesters than in fall. In most years, the CGE 
is able to lessen this disparity by advertising the benefits of 
fall off-campus study and encouraging applicants to consider 
changing their plans. However, this year the difference is too 
great for the CGE to manage: of the 272 students who applied 
to study abroad during the 2020-2021 academic year, over 70 
more students want to travel in the spring than do in the fall. 
While Ausec has encouraged students to reschedule when 
they plan to go abroad, only a handful have done so.
For a college as small as Kenyon, a difference of 70 stu-
dents is significant — each year the College must create an 
operating budget that estimates how many students will 
be on campus, and a difference of 70 from one semester 
to the next could make a variety of operations more dif-
ficult. According to Vice President for Finance Todd Bur-
son, the number of students on campus could put excess 
stress on Peirce Dining Hall during mealtimes and on the 
academic division during enrollment period. It would also 
become more difficult for the Office of Residential Life to 
find enough beds for students in the fall, while leaving lots 
of empty ones in the spring.
“The College does not like to fill every bed so that if 
there is an emergency of some type, then there are beds 
available for those students that are being displaced,” Bur-
son wrote in an email to the Collegian. “If we were to have 
more students than beds, there are not a lot of housing op-
tions in the Gambier area to help with the issue.”
Many students were upset by the CGE’s announce-
ment. Ausec says that some have expressed anger or dis-
appointment, while others have been more sympathetic to 
the CGE’s situation. Many of the students want to know 
how long they will be on the waitlist, and whether they 
will be able to study abroad at all. Ausec wishes she could 
tell them, but the situation is relatively unprecedented.
“We’ve never done this before,” Ausec said. “I don’t 
know if all of a sudden people are going to decide they 
want to go [in the] fall. I don’t know if people are going to 
drop from spring so we can move people off of the wait-
list. I just don’t know because we’ve never done it. Students 
would like answers, and I can’t give them answers at this 
point.”
Over 30 students put on study 
abroad waitlist for spring semester
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR 
With just over five weeks until 
the Village’s contract with the Knox 
County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) goes 
up for renewal, Gambier commu-
nity and Council members alike are 
working hard to ensure that the re-
negotiation process aligns with the 
needs of its residents.  
This much was apparent on Mon-
day night, as the Council chambers 
filled with students, staff and Gam-
bier residents anxiously awaiting the 
Village’s meeting of its Police and 
Personnel Committee. The majority 
of students in attendance were mem-
bers of the Black Student Union’s 
(BSU) Sheriff Committee there to 
present suggested edits to the con-
tract, which they requested from 
the Council during its Feb. 3 general 
meeting.  
As mandated by the contract, 
which expires on April 4, the Village 
pays $157,000 yearly to KCSO for its 
services. Village Administrator R.C. 
Wise says the interest and invest-
ment among students in reevaluat-
ing the terms of the contract has set 
a new precedent for the Council on 
examining the Village’s relationship 
with KCSO. 
“The Village has historically paid 
for the additional coverage for hav-
ing deputies here — 80 hours out of 
168 in a week — and we still want 
that to continue, but [we] also want 
to work on different terms as well,” 
Wise said. “I don’t think it’s been 
looked at very carefully in the past; 
I think the agreement was set a long 
time ago and they just renewed it ev-
ery four years.” 
Wise was one of four committee 
members present at Monday’s meet-
ing, along with Mayor Leeman Kes-
sler ’04 and Council members Ben 
Nutter ’21 and Phil Brooks. Also in 
attendance was Knox County Sheriff 
David Shaffer. 
While Shaffer was at the meet-
ing to give the Council a routine 
presentation of annual reports and 
statistics, his presence did not go un-
noticed by those in attendance, and 
he quickly became the focus of the 
meeting. 
Student interest in the Village’s 
relationship (and, by extension, its 
contract) with KCSO intensified af-
ter an incident last September that 
involved a confrontation between 
KCSO Deputy Kevin Williams and 
a group of BSU students and alumni 
riding a golf cart during the group’s 
50th anniversary reunion. 
After a brief presentation from 
Shaffer that included data on calls for 
service in Gambier and Knox Coun-
ty, the Council opened the floor to 
questions and comments from the 
audience.
As a first course of action, Au-
drey Mueller ’22, speaking on behalf 
of the recently formed Sheriff Com-
mittee, asked the Council if they had 
any changes they were considering 
making to the contract. While Wise 
said that he could not yet publicly 
discuss the Council’s thoughts on 
the matter, he encouraged Mueller 
to express any concerns that she and 
others might have about the contract, 
at which point Mueller briefly sum-
marized the Committee’s revisions 
to the contract. 
The Committee’s first revision 
had to do with a clause in the con-
tract stating that the “Sheriff shall 
determine which personnel shall be 
assigned to the Village of Gambier.” 
Mueller suggested that “determine” 
be replaced with “recommend,” 
thereby giving the Village more 
agency in determining the deputies 
assigned to patrol Gambier. Mueller 
also suggested that “there could be 
comment and review from Village 
residents and potentially also College 
residents” in the choice of KCSO per-
sonnel. 
On Feb. 25, Stefan Bradley, author and expert in African Ameri-
can and higher education history, delivered the Black History Month 
keynote address in the Gund Gallery Community Foundation The-
ater. Sponsored by the Office of the President, the Office of the Pro-
vost, the Black Student Union (BSU) and the Office of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion, the keynote was part of a month long series 
celebrating black history, as well as the 50-year anniversary of the 
BSU at Kenyon. 
While Bradley’s new book, Upending the Ivory Tower: Civil Rights, 
Black Power and the Ivy League, provided the structure for his lec-
ture, much of the discussion centered around what black 
LINNEA MUMMA
NEWS ASSISTANT
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Bradley talks about the 
history of race at Kenyon
history looked like at Ken-
yon and Ivy League institutions. 
Throughout this discussion, Brad-
ley reminded the audience that 
without the activism of black stu-
dents, Kenyon would not be the 
school it is today.
“How do you think you got a 
director of equity and inclusion?” 
Bradley asked. “How do you think 
you got President Decatur? That 
wasn’t a bunch of liberal admin-
istrators thinking, like, ‘you know 
what we should have?’ It was young 
people, who pushed and agitated, 
and it was administrators who 
were smart enough to listen to 
young people.”
Bradley emphasized the resent-
ment and isolation these students 
often faced in an era in which col-
lege campuses were far less di-
verse than they are today. He told 
of a student at Princeton Univer-
sity who once had urine poured on 
his head as he walked to class. The 
constant injustice was emotional-
ly taxing, but protesting could be 
dangerous — students who joined 
groups such as BSU risked not only 
their status on campus, but their 
lives. 
“What did it feel like to be one of 
the only black students on campus 
during the time of organization? 
What did it feel like to be one of 
the only black students in a rural 
area such as this?” Bradley asked 
the audience. “Think of it this way: 
If something went down between 
a few black students on campus 
and racist forces, no one is coming 
from Harlem, West Philadelphia 
or Cleveland to come and get you. 
These students were on their own 
to make well for themselves.”
Bradley also worked to break 
down the psychological trauma 
that black students dealt with in 
such a state of isolation, calling 
such trauma “racial battle fatigue.” 
“It’s not just the physical dan-
gers that wear people down,” Brad-
ley explained. “It’s the psychologi-
cal parts of being one of few and 
having to justify yourself at all 
times.”
This event was followed last 
night by a vigil in memory of Tray-
von Martin. Black History Month 
will conclude today with two dance 
workshops led by Stacy “Jukeboxx” 
Letrice ’09.
“Middle Path Preachers” protest Gund Gallery Storytime
Continued from Page 1
KYDSA speaker Dr. Jonathon 
Ross argues for Medicare for All
On Monday, Feb. 24 in Higley Hall Audito-
rium the Kenyon Young Democratic Socialists of 
America (KYDSA) hosted a town hall discussion 
about Medicare for All. The event featured Dr. 
Jonathon Ross, the former president of the Physi-
cians for a National Health Program (PNHP), a 
nonprofit advocacy group of physicians, medical 
students and health professionals. 
The town hall concluded with a Q&A session, 
in which students asked for clarification about the 
points made and shared their own opinions. Some 
shared stories that conveyed their dissatisfaction 
with the current system while others inquired 
about the details of a single-payer system. With 
the issue of healthcare occupying a place of prom-
inence in the upcoming election, the talk acted as 
an informative platform for the political climate. 
Dr. Ross, a longtime Toledo-based physician, 
explained how the nature of his work led him to 
embrace a single-payer system. He specifically 
mentioned his experiences with Health Mainte-
nance Organizations (HMOs), networks of pri-
vate insurance providers that restrict coverage 
to doctors under their contracts, which rose to 
prominence during the late 1980s. 
“Working [with] the insurance industry 
[between the 1980s and 1990s], it became pretty 
clear that there was no good work to be done in 
the [private sector].” Ross told the Collegian. “It 
was a race to the bottom in terms of ethics.”
The HMOs had been designed to limit 
the amount of medical coverage they offered 
customers, emphasizing economic benefits over 
expanse of coverage and quality of care. Such 
conditions led Ross to seek out other alternatives, 
eventually coming across an article written in the 
New England Journal of Medicine by a number 
of medical professionals that concluded the most 
apt solution for the health insurance dilemma 
was a single-payer system which would provide 
expanded medical care to all. This belief is reflected 
in his advice to aspiring medical students.
“[I encourage them to consider] if they want to 
work in a system where, during every single deci-
sion with a patient, there’s some insurance bureau-
crat who’s never looked at [the patient] personally 
looking over their shoulder and second-guessing 
every procedure they have to do.” Ross said. “The 
bane of the [current] system is its complexity.”
Through the presentation, Ross framed the 
issue of healthcare as an ethical one, with the 
first slide he presented displaying variations of 
the “golden rule” that have been adopted by a 
myriad of world religions. He used this example 
to highlight the contrast between such teachings 
and a profit-based system of healthcare, where 
the money tends to flow overwhelmingly in the 
direction of providers.  He elucidated his position 
on a single-payer system by displaying statistics 
that demonstrated the poor performance of the 
American healthcare system relative to other 
systems that place sustaining life over maximizing 
profits.
Preachers stood out on the corner 
of Gaskin Avenue and Wiggin 
Street last Saturday to speak against 
Children’s Storytime at Gund Gallery. 
The demonstration intended to 
condemn the College for introducing 
children to concepts of LGBTQ+ 
acceptance and understanding.
This is the preachers’ second 
demonstration this month. The first 
protest happened on Feb. 1, and 
led to controversy when one of its 
participants used his phone to take 
video recordings of young children 
attending Storytime. Parents were 
concerned by the man recording 
their children without permission, 
and a Gallery associate told the man 
to leave.
Children’s Storytime invites the 
Gallery’s “youngest art aficionados” 
to come and listen to stories that relate 
to the art on display. This semester’s 
Storytime events have complemented 
the Gallery’s Axis Mundo: Queer 
Networks in Chicano L.A. exhibit, 
which showcases artwork by 
queer Chicanx artists and their 
collaborators from the 1960s to 1990s.
Protestors handed out pamphlets 
condemning Storytime to passersby. 
Eric Vincent ’22, while walking to 
Wiggin Street Coffee, received a 
foldout pamphlet that targeted one of 
the books being read at Storytime.
“I just wanted to walk by and read 
their signs or something. I had no 
intention of talking to any of them,” 
Vincent said. “Unfortunately, I should 
have been more prudent in my plan 
because they obviously wanted to talk 
to people.”
The books read at the last 
Storytime, which took place on Feb. 17, 
were I Am Jazz by Jessica Herthel and 
Julián Is a Mermaid by Jessica Love. 
The stories encourage acceptance 
and understanding of different 
gender identities. The pamphlet 
handed to him targeted I Am Jazz, 
an illustrated children’s book about a 
transgender child based on the real-
life experiences of LGBTQ+ rights 
activist Jazz Jennings. The pamphlet 
accused I Am Jazz of presenting false 
information and being potentially 
harmful to children.
“I guess he thought I was receptive 
enough where he thought I would use 
the link on the pamphlet — I didn’t,” 
Vincent said. The pamphlet provided 
a link to “www.ibelongAmen.com,” a 
ministry-run website denouncing the 
LGBTQ+ community. “I had a little 
giggle at the website name, but that 
was about it,” Vincent added.
A counter-protest formed, 
comprised of a group of Canterbury 
Kenyon members, Jewish Chaplain 
and Director of Hillel Marc Bragin, 
Assistant Director of the Office 
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
(ODEI) Timothy Bussey and a 
number of other students. Before any 
of them arrived, however, Chaplain 
and Priest-in-Charge of Harcourt 
Parish Rachel Kessler ’04 had taken 
to the path.
“We believe it is important for 
our kids to understand how to treat 
all people with respect,” Kessler 
said. “It’s important for them to 
understand that not everybody, for 
example, identifies as a boy or a girl. 
Just because they are defined one way 
at birth may not be how they end up 
identifying as they grow up, and that’s 
okay.”
Kessler saw the protestors arrive 
while working inside Wiggin Street 
Coffee. After watching the protestors 
set up on Middle Path, Kessler left 
the coffee shop to get a whiteboard 
from the Church of the Holy Spirit. 
She wrote “God Loves You! No 
Exceptions” on the board and sat 
across from the protestors. Kessler 
wanted people to see a contrasting 
message of unconditional acceptance 
and understanding.
“I know seeing people like these 
protestors or other Middle Path 
preachers can be deeply hurtful,” 
Kessler said. “It is important for 
them to see and know that someone 
is standing up and saying, ‘No. You 
don’t get to define what you think of 
as sin. You don’t get to define who is 
acceptable to God.’”
Students have documented 
the counter-protests on social 
media channels, broadcasting 
their response to anyone online—
including President Sean Decatur. He 
commended students and faculty for 
the ardent response to the “Middle 
Path preacher” demonstrations.
“Making a visible and vocal 
statement for the positive values of 
love and acceptance is certainly a 
position I support,” Decatur said. 
“From what I can tell, students 
handled it well.”
BEN BRUMLEY
STAFF WRITER
GRANT HOLT
STAFF WRITER
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Student launches project to renovate Mount Vernon homes
Driving down Route 229 from Gambier 
into Mount Vernon is like taking a tour of 
classic American architecture. Rather than 
cookie-cutter suburban homes, Gambier 
Road is lined with several old homes in the 
Victorian, Georgian and Tudor styles. Run-
ning south of Gambier Road down to the 
Kokosing River lies a neighborhood with 
brick-lined streets and more classic homes. 
As Lucas Kreuzer ’20 suggested in a pre-
sentation to members of the Knox County 
Land Bank, this neighborhood, full of “good 
bones,” may also hold the key to Mount Ver-
non’s future. 
Kreuzer, an intern for the Land Bank, 
has spent the past several months using data 
analysis and geographic information systems 
to figure out how to revitalize the neighbor-
hood, which the Land Bank refers to as the 
Roundhouse District. 
The Land Bank is an entity housed within 
the Area Development Foundation (ADF) of 
Knox County. It specializes in taking vacant 
homes, purchasing them before they can be 
demolished, and selling them to developers 
willing to invest in renovating them, so that 
they can eventually come back into the hands 
of a responsible landlord or homeowner. 
Kreuzer, a political science and German 
double-major, found out about the Land 
Bank over the summer when he researched 
industry changes in Mount Vernon. When 
he saw they were offering an internship, he 
jumped at the chance, joining ADF Vice 
President Jeff Gottke on the Roundhouse 
District project. 
While the Land Bank works throughout 
the county renovating houses, the idea be-
hind the Roundhouse District project was 
that the Land Bank could develop a model 
for more widespread, visible renovation. 
The Roundhouse District derives its name 
from its history as a railroad hub, from a time 
when it was the Pennsylvania Railroad, not 
the Kokosing Gap Trail, that ran through the 
neighborhood. The neighborhood was home 
to a large roundhouse, or locomotive main-
tenance shed. Many of the homes populat-
ing the neighborhood were built in the early 
20th century. While these homes are show-
ing signs of age, Kreuzer thinks that, when 
renovated, they could be attractive for young 
families due to the neighborhood’s close 
proximity to the Gap Trial, parks and down-
town Mount Vernon. 
For Kreuzer, a big part of the project was 
understanding the culture of the neighbor-
hood so that renovation would not alter the 
neighborhood’s identity. 
“When new houses are built or existing 
ones are renovated, that they’re sort of done 
in a manner that’s consistent with the look 
and feel of the neighborhood,” he said. “That 
respects the neighborhood, gives it identity. 
We don’t want some big McMansion type 
thing being dropped in the middle [of the 
neighborhood].” 
Kreuzer said that renovating the Round-
house District holds numerous benefits for 
Mount Vernon. Ohio faces a state-wide labor 
shortage, meaning that manufacturing jobs 
in Mount Vernon, jobs with wages starting 
at $15 an hour with benefits, are harder to 
fill. In addition, a portion of Mount Vernon’s 
labor force are Columbus residents who pay 
their employment taxes in Columbus rather 
than contributing to Mount Vernon’s tax 
base. 
Kreuzer believes that expanding oppor-
tunities for young families to stay and settle 
down in Mount Vernon is not only good for 
the city’s economy but has deeper benefits for 
the community as well. 
“Once these people move here and stay 
here, not only do they contribute to the so-
cial fabric of the neighborhood, where they 
send their kids to local schools—they serve 
on the school board, they get involved with 
United Way,” Kreuzer said, describing what 
he called a reinforcing feedback loop.                              
At present, the Land Bank’s next goal is 
to take input from the district’s current resi-
dents and stakeholders. 
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Greenslade Archives searches 
for presidential signatures
Greenslade Special Collections and Archives is seeking autographs of former Presi-
dent Barack H. Obama and President Donald J. Trump in order to complete their Presi-
dential signature collection. 
The compilation originally began as a personal collection of William Andrew Leon-
ard, a bishop of Ohio who spent much of his time in Gambier. “He, along with these 
other family members, gathered these signatures throughout the years,” said Special 
Collections Librarian Elizabeth Williams-Clymer. The collection has signatures from 
every single President since George Washington, except for Obama and Trump. There 
are conf licting stories as to how the collection came into Kenyon’s possession, but it 
appears either Leonard bequeathed the collection to Kenyon, or his family donated it 
upon his death in 1930. 
Kenyon librarians have continued to collect signatures from U.S. Presidents since 
receiving this gift. Library staff have requested Obama’s and Trump’s signatures from 
the White House, but have yet to receive original autographs. “[We] have received 
Obama’s, but it’s autopen—that doesn’t count,” Williams-Clymer said. “And we haven’t 
received Trump’s yet.”  
Greenslade Special Collections and Archives sent out an email to students, employ-
ees and faculty on Feb. 17 in  hopes of finding someone who will “actually have the 
signature and be willing to donate it, because it will complete our collection.” The call 
for Presidential signatures was also posted on various social media platforms by library 
staff. 
“It doesn’t have to be their signature from their time in office,” Williams-Clymer 
said. “It doesn’t have to be on White House letterhead.”
As of Wednesday, only one response was received, providing a possible lead to 
Obama’s signature. “It was somebody that had worked for the Obama campaign. It was 
not somebody that has Obama’s signature and is willing to give it or donate it,” she said. 
“We would love to have signatures donated, but we will proceed with a lead if we don’t 
have anybody contact us with a donation.” 
Please contact archives@kenyon.edu with any information pertaining to a potential 
lead to or donation of Obama and Trump’s signatures. 
AMANDA PYNE
STAFF WRITER
New Student Handbook has 
improved layout, clearer rules
On Feb. 23, Vice President for 
Student Affairs Meredith Bonham 
’92 presented a new and revised Stu-
dent Handbook at a Student Coun-
cil meeting. The new Handbook had 
been finalized several months ago by 
the Office of Student Affairs, after 
two years of revision and planning.
Whereas the current Handbook 
has been criticized for its poor for-
matting and outdated regulations, 
the revised edition does away with 
some of the more archaic rules, clari-
fies the Student Conduct policy and 
updates the layout to make it more 
readable. 
“I’ve been trying to rewrite our 
student handbook practically since 
the day I arrived,” Bonham told the 
Collegian. “It has not been user-
friendly. If I am not clear on a cou-
ple of our policies, then I can’t ex-
pect students to be clear on those. So 
what we’re aiming for is clarity, both 
with respect to the regulations of the 
College and also to the process when 
those regulations are violated.”
The revision process has been long 
and arduous. Dean of Students Robin 
Hart-Ruthenbeck wrote much of the 
initial draft in the summer of 2018. 
Following that, Bonham and Hart-
Ruthenbeck put the draft through 
several rounds of review: They 
showed it to a committee of students 
who read over it line by line, as well 
as a group of attorneys who ensured 
the draft was consistent with Ohio 
law. The handbook presented at the 
Student Council meeting was the fi-
nal draft, so that any major changes 
could be discussed before it was made 
public to the student body. 
At the meeting, Bonham explained 
that much of the revision process in-
volved removing unnecessary items 
from the Handbook. As a result of 
the edits, the Handbook has shrunk 
from 48 pages to 36.
“The Student Handbook became 
kind of a repository of any policy that 
any office on campus could imag-
ine,” Bonham told the Collegian. 
“My favorite example is Residential 
Life: In the Student Handbook it 
tells you exactly what wattage your 
microwave should be. Well, that lev-
el of detail is not necessarily helpful 
in the Student Handbook, but may-
be that should be on the Residential 
Life website instead.”
Other items that have been re-
moved include bicycle policies and 
Brown Family Environmental Cen-
ter regulations. The policies that 
remain have been reorganized into 
a single section of the Handbook, 
whereas they were previously scat-
tered throughout. The Handbook 
now also includes a substantial ap-
pendix, which features items such 
as the Good Samaritan policy, the 
Alcohol and Drugs policy and parts 
of the Ohio legal code that students 
might find relevant. 
The revised Handbook also in-
cludes an updated version of the 
student conduct policy, which de-
fines more clearly what constitutes 
a breach of conduct, as well as what 
punishments are permissible if the 
conduct policy is violated. Student 
conduct cases will now be reviewed 
by a special board of students and 
faculty, rather than solely by the 
Dean of Students, as they previously 
were. In addition, the College is now 
labeled as the plaintiff in any case 
in which a student files a complaint 
against another student.
“The reason for that is that if a 
student is the victim of a policy vio-
lation, then the onus is not on them 
to bring that charge,” Bonham ex-
plained. “It removes that burden off 
of the student.”
The revised Handbook will go 
into effect on July 1, 2020.
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR
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Ohio primaries: Meet the candidates and their positions
BEN NUTTER
STAFF WRITER
Sheriff, Village Council negotiate over changes to contract
March 17, the Tuesday after Kenyon stu-
dents return from spring break, is the date of 
the primary election for Knox County and the 
rest of Ohio. Ohio has open primary laws that 
allow voters to choose their party at the voting 
booth. Below are compiled statements from 
all the Knox County persons up for competi-
tive elections, and a small description of their 
policy stances. Some positions are uncontest-
ed, and those will not be examined here. 
County Commissioner: The position of 
Commissioner holds vital importance to the 
everyday functionings of local government 
by acting as an executive board. The Com-
missioners oversee public works, the courts, 
and various other administrative duties. 
Two out of the three commissioner seats are 
up for election this year.
Teresa Bemiller (R): Having served three 
terms and looking for a fourth, Bemiller has 
worked for the office since 2008. She is from 
Mount Vernon, and “represents Knox County 
on the Area Development Board of Directors, 
Emergency Food and Shelter Board, Fam-
ily and Children First Council, 911 Advisory 
Council, Knox Substance Abuse Action Team 
(KSAAT) Community Committee, Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MOR-
PC) member, and various more.”
Eric Wisyanski (R): A Navy veteran, Wi-
syanski is “a strong supporter of our troops, 
veterans, 1st responders, jobs & economic 
growth, education, Pro-Life and the 2nd 
Amendment,” according to his campagin’s 
Facebook page. “I have zero tolerance for 
crime, drugs and corruption or dishonesty by 
those in power.”
Thom Collier (R): Incumbent Collier 
comes from a real estate and property man-
agement background, and lists his stances on 
the Commissioners’ website as pro-life, pro-
business, pro-second amendment, fiscally 
conservative and agriculturally friendly. 
Barry D Lester (R): A native of Mount 
Vernon, Lester is seeking his first term as 
County Commissioner. 
Sheriff: Tasked with county security, the 
county Sheriff oversees the local deputy 
force, jail operations, and works with com-
munities to prevent crime. 
David Shaffer (R): Incumbent Shaffer has 
worked for the Knox County Sheriff’s depart-
ment since 1985, beginning full-time as a mid-
night patrol deputy, patrol sergeant, lieuten-
ant, commander in charge of patrol, records 
and civil process, and then captain before be-
ing elected Sheriff. The National Sheriff’s As-
sociation, an organization representing the 
interests of Sheriffs across the U.S., recognized 
Shaffer’s service with their medal of valor, as 
has the Ohio Attorney General, who awarded 
Shaffer the Law Enforcement Group Achieve-
ment Award during his time as captain. 
Daniel J Weckesser (R): As Chief of Police 
in Danville, Weckesser sees jailing street-level 
dealers, protecting people’s guns by pushing 
against red flag laws and Sheriff community 
interaction as the primary issues of his cam-
paign. In an interview with the Collegian, 
Weckesser expressed that he is not concerned 
about marijuana use so long as it isn’t by un-
derage persons or when one is driving, but he 
believes that harder drugs destroy families, 
addicts need rehabilitation and dealers should 
go to jail. He sees the preventative role of of-
ficers as providing help and advice to persons, 
suspicious or not, and he wants to promote 
Block Watches, which are groups of commu-
nity members who monitor their neighbor-
hoods for suspicious behavior.   
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas Pro-
bate/Juvenile: The Court of Common Pleas 
deals with probate/juvenile cases surround-
ing issues of unruliness, abuse, neglect, de-
pendency, custody, and delinquency, relat-
ing to people under the age of 18. The Court 
also hears cases from underage persons that 
commit crimes. 
John S Dilts (R): A general practice lawyer 
of 31 years, Dilts, father of two, has worked as 
a lawyer in the court of Common Pleas Pro-
bate/Juvenile to find solutions for the people 
of Knox County. He sees many parents with 
drug abuse habits who require grandparents 
to take care of their children. He believes that 
mental health must be addressed with ad-
equate nursing care for the elderly, and that 
medication in combination with counsel-
ing should be provided to those with mental 
health issues. 
Jay W Nixon (R): Incumbent, Mount Ver-
non native and former Knox magistrate Nix-
on is running for his second term as judge and 
is committed to addressing the drug crisis in 
Knox County. “One of the best ways to attack 
that [problem] is from the juvenile court. Get 
out to the kids before they get addicted. We 
have a drug court, and we educate them and 
support them before they are on heroin and 
meth. We do a good job of educating, and I 
hope that we can change the next generation.”
Congressional Representative: One of these 
candidates will be elected to the United 
States House of Representatives for the 7th 
district of Ohio, so that they may vote on na-
tional legislation in the halls of Congress. 
Bob Gibbs (R): Incumbent Gibbs has 
been serving Knox County in the U.S. House 
of Representatives since 2010, and stands for 
reducing government regulation for business 
growth, limiting federal spending, lowering 
the corporate tax rate, expanding the second 
amendment for law-abiding citizens, protect-
ing the right to life after 20 weeks, encouraging 
the development of natural resources includ-
ing coal, and doing whatever it takes to prevent 
Iran from harming America or Israel with 
nuclear weapons. Gibbs supports the repeal of 
Obamacare, and wants to reform the health-
care system to encourage more private sector 
competition. 
Brandon Lape (L): Lape, a desktop support 
technician at Ariel Corporation, will prioritize 
restoring civil liberties to individuals, reduce 
the debt spending in government from both 
political parties, and address social entitle-
ment and welfare reform. As someone with a 
mother who would not be able to afford medi-
cation without Medicare, Lape thinks it could 
be reformed or replaced, but that he too should 
work harder to reduce the burden of govern-
ment spending on his family. 
State Representative: The State Representa-
tive will acknowledge and advocate for the 
concerns of their constituents, and develop 
legislation to resolve those concerns in co-
operation with representatives from other 
districts. 
Rick Carfagna (R): Running for his second 
term, incumbent Carfagna grew up in Co-
lumbus, and prides himself on being a fiscal 
conservative who has helped residences and 
businesses save money on gas bills and has me-
diated tax conflicts between villages and town-
ships. 
Steven F Mount (D): A senior partner at 
Squire Patton Boggs, a large international law 
firm, Mount works in the tax industry, repre-
senting tax credit investor groups and counsel-
ing real estate investment acquisitions.
Continued from Page 1
However, the crux of the 
Committee’s focus revolved 
around one sentence in the 
contract, which seemed to get 
at the heart of their concerns: 
“The Village shall have the 
right to refuse for a cause any 
person the Sheriff desires to 
place in the Village.” 
“We were wondering if the 
‘for cause,’ such causes could 
be specified or made a bit 
more clear,” Mueller said. “So 
such cause for reassignment 
may include, but is not limited 
to—and of course this is not 
necessarily things that have 
happened but just examples of 
potential causes—discrimina-
tory enforcement practices … 
excessive use of force and/or 
failure to comply with the Vil-
lage’s enforcement priorities.” 
While the Village said they 
were limited in their inf luence 
over personnel matters due to 
the contract being under the 
jurisdiction of the Fraternal 
Order of Police, which gener-
ally determines officer assign-
ment based on seniority, rank 
and bids by individual depu-
ties, they discussed at some 
length the Committee’s con-
cerns about just cause. Kessler 
stressed how relativity may 
come into play. 
“I do think it is more of a 
case by case situation,” Kes-
sler said. “What you don’t 
want to happen is have it so 
specific that someone can’t 
be removed if there’s a prob-
lem because they don’t meet 
the lever of that, or have it so 
that if they are removed they 
can point to the language and 
bring a lawyer and you’re li-
able because you didn’t follow 
that very specific [language].”
The meeting also included 
a discussion of Shaffer’s pre-
vious responses to informal 
complaints from community 
members about Deputy Wil-
liams. Following the golf cart 
incident, Kenyon organized a 
series of meetings with Shaf-
fer and other representatives 
from KCSO intended to re-
lay concerns over the inci-
dent and start a dialogue on 
how to move forward. Last 
month, the College put out 
an FAQ in response to ques-
tions from community mem-
bers about the jurisdiction of 
KCSO in Gambier. President 
Sean Decatur also said that 
he had asked Civil Rights/
Title IX Deputy Coordina-
tor Kevin Peterson to review 
documentation of the incident 
as part of the College’s efforts 
towards bettering its relation-
ship with KCSO.   
While Decatur has said 
that that the College conduct-
ed “no formal investigation” 
of KCSO following the Sept. 
28 incident, and that Peter-
son’s report was solely intend-
ed to grant additional context 
to internal College leadership, 
Shaffer claims that the the Of-
fice for Civil Rights’ report 
constitutes proof that the Col-
lege found “no wrongdoing” 
on Williams’ part, accord-
ing to a Feb. 13 article in the 
Mount Vernon News entitled 
“Sheriff ’s Deputy Williams 
speaks out about his Gambier 
patrols.” 
When the Collegian in-
quired on the nature of this 
investigation at Monday’s 
meeting, Shaffer reaffirmed 
his stance, saying that the two 
meetings he had with College 
representatives in October 
amounted to an investigation 
of his office. He also restated 
that the College had recent-
ly reached out to him saying 
they found no fault in Wil-
liams’ actions, though he of-
fered no proof of the matter. 
“Now, I don’t know what 
terminology the College 
deems that meeting, but they 
were asking questions, an-
swering questions, I would 
take it as an investigation,” 
Shaffer said. “I was contacted 
by personnel from the College 
later on that said they found 
no wrongdoing on behalf of 
the Sheriff ’s Office — that’s 
what I’m basing that informa-
tion on.” 
Following the Monday 
meeting, Wise, Village so-
licitor Clint Bailey, Council 
member Nutter and the may-
or met with Shaffer, Captain 
Sheffer and Lieutenant Light 
on Wednesday to further dis-
cuss details of the upcoming 
contract renewal. Wise said 
the meeting was short, but 
productive. The Village and 
KCSO discussed a time last 
summer when both deputies 
assigned to Gambier were on 
leave, which led to concerns 
about the use of the Village’s 
spending towards  full-time 
coverage from the Sheriff ’s 
Office. They also discussed 
the Committee’s concerns 
about just cause, and what 
that would mean in terms of 
legal language for an updated 
contract. 
“Our solicitor’s going to 
work on some draft language 
to give to the prosecutor,” 
Wise said. “The county prose-
cutor’s also the legal represen-
tative for the Sheriff, so those 
two attorneys will look at the 
draft language. It’s possible 
we may have to live with the 
current terms for a little bit of 
time until we get the new lan-
guage.” 
Shaffer also supplied the 
Council with documentation 
of Williams’ training, and 
the parties discussed the op-
portunity for further train-
ing of deputies if the Village 
requested it. Wise said there 
will be at least another meet-
ing before the contract’s re-
newal on April 4. 
The position of Knox 
County Sheriff is open for re-
election in November, and the 
seat will be one of several in-
cluded in the Ohio primary on 
March 17. 
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What is Ohio’s  official state 
gemstone?
How long is the Kokosing River?
How many eyes do bees have?
What does Old Mr. Bailiwick’s in 
Mount Vernon sell?
Answer
Flint
57 miles
Five 
Herbal remedies
Amethyst 
10
Candles 
18
Ruby
57 miles
Herbal remedies
Cobalt
Several
Candles 
69 miles
Gambier’s tiger conservatory was closed after multiple mauls
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In October of 2000, Ken-
yon student Jessica Lee ’03 and 
10-year-old Columbus resident 
Ethan Newman were attacked 
by a tiger and lion at the Sibe-
rian Tiger Foundation in Gam-
bier, which, according to the 
Kenyon Collegian, offered “close 
encounter” sessions “in which 
those who pay a $35 fee can ac-
tually pet and lay with lions and 
tigers.” Although the attack on 
Newman, who required stitches 
on his thigh, was reported in lo-
cal newspapers, Lee’s injuries 
were largely ignored in the cov-
erage of the incident. 
Despite the attacks, the Si-
berian Tiger Foundation told 
the Collegian that they did not 
plan to place any restrictions 
on the big cats which had been 
involved. This was only one in 
a series of mishaps and mal-
practices that led to the Foun-
dation’s eventual closing by the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) after ac-
cusations of animal abuse. Ac-
cording to Big Cat Rescue, one 
of the largest accredited sanctu-
aries in the world dedicated to 
abused and abandoned big cats, 
the animals had been declawed 
and defanged, and were tied to a 
40-foot-long chain for 24 hours 
a day. The cats were also often 
chained down so that visitors 
could take pictures with the an-
imals. 
Although the owner of the 
foundation, Diana Cziraky, had 
lost her USDA license in 2000, 
she continued to operate and 
run tours until August of 2007, 
when she was evicted from the 
property and Knox County was 
awarded custody of the lions and 
tigers. The cats were cared for by 
Cziraky’s landlord, Donnalynn 
Laver, who was a frequent vol-
unteer at the Columbus Zoo. Big 
Cat Rescue ended up adopting 
the two tigers, but, according to 
their website, the organization 
was told by Laver “that the male 
tiger, Nikita, would be heartbro-
ken that his best friend in the 
world, Joseph the lion, would 
be leaving.” Not wanting to dis-
rupt the pride, even if it was a 
pride made up of tigers, Big Cat 
Rescue raised funds with help 
from the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare (IFAW) and the 
Animal Sanctuary of the United 
States (ASUS) to adopt the two 
lions as well. 
At the time, the ownership 
of exotic animals was not illegal 
and essentially unregulated. It 
was not until the passing of the 
2012 Dangerous Wild Animals 
and Restricted Snakes Act,—
which, according to the Colle-
gian Magazine, “grants the state 
of Ohio the power to regulate 
the possession, care and trans-
fer of dangerous animals” and 
“bans the acquisition of animals 
including big cats, primates, 
bears and crocodiles”—that 
such practices were banned. 
DANTE KANTER
STAFF WRITER
 An advertisement for the Siberian Tiger Foundation. The facility was located at 22143 Deal Road in 
Gambier, and offered close encounters with the large cats. | COLLEGIAN ARCHIVES
The malpractice-ridden Siberian Tiger Foundation was closed after a student was bitten.
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1949 football season cut short after a stand against racism
On Saturday, Nov. 12, 1949, Sewanee: the 
University of the South and Kenyon were 
scheduled to play in a season-finale football 
matchup. Coming into the game, Sewanee was 
4-2-1, while Kenyon was 0-6. Little did the play-
ers know, the two colleges’ administrators were 
locked in a debate that would ultimately pre-
vent the game from taking place. On Monday, 
Nov. 7, Kenyon’s then-president, Gordon Keith 
Chalmers, sent Sewanee a telegraph informing 
them that he was cancelling the football game. 
Per the New York Times’ Nov. 10 edition, 
Chalmers’ decision to cancel the game came 
from Sewanee’s reluctance to play against a ra-
cially integrated football team; Stanley Jackson 
’52 and Allen Ballard ’52, Kenyon’s first two 
African American students, were both var-
sity football players for Kenyon. Seven decades 
later, the cancelled game between what at the 
time were two pitifully poor Episcopal colleges 
serves as a moment of resistance in the face of 
segregationist agreements between Northern 
and Southern schools to not play black players. 
Ballard, a professor emeritus of history at 
SUNY-Albany who studied political science at 
Kenyon, remembers being approached and in-
formed about the cancellation at breakfast a few 
days before the game.
“I don’t believe there was any team discus-
sion about this … It was a fait accompli, that’s 
what I think,” he said. While Ballard says the 
team did not have any say over the decision, he 
agreed with Chalmers’ action.
Kenyon and Sewanee had played each 
other during the previous three seasons, dur-
ing which both teams had only white players. 
While the 1949 game would have been in Gam-
bier, the 1948 game took place in the segregated 
Jim Crow South. During this era, according to 
college football historian John Sayle Watterson 
in a 2001 essay on the cancelled game, Northern 
schools would formally agree vis a vis “gentle-
men’s agreements” to appease Southern oppo-
nents by holding out their black players. Espe-
cially after World War II, game cancellations 
became more common as increasingly integrat-
ed Northern schools faced the risk of endanger-
ing their players by bringing them into contact 
with the South’s harsh segregation policies. 
As far as a game in the North goes, no such 
“gentlemen’s agreement” existed between Ke-
nyon and Sewanee. According to Watterson’s 
essay, the Sewanee athletic director at the time, 
Gordon Clark, alleged that there was a “verbal 
agreement” for the two teams to not use black 
players. Kenyon’s athletic director at the time, 
H.T. Passini, inquired about what Sewanee’s 
reaction would be to Kenyon fielding an inte-
grated squad. Clark replied that he considered 
the exclusion of black players to be a part of Ke-
nyon and Sewanee’s agreement, saying, “I hope 
that this will not cause either of us any embar-
rassment.” In a Nov. 2 memo to Passini, Clark 
said that Sewanee would no longer stay for a 
team dinner after the game, wanting to prevent 
any integration off the football field. While Se-
wanee agreed to play the game, they expressed 
anger that Kenyon had, in their minds, violated 
an unwritten agreement between the teams. 
Chalmers, who had seen Clark’s letter to Passi-
ni, telegraphed Boylston Green, Sewanee’s then-
president, to call the game off.  
According to Sam Williamson, a historian 
who served as Sewanee’s vice chancellor and 
president from 1988 to 2000, said that he be-
lieved Clark, a staunch segregationist, was the 
primary driver of Sewanee’s actions. Clark had 
been in his position since the 1930s, while Green 
had been formally initiated as president during 
the same week that he cancelled the game. 
“These people were pretty much set in their 
ways and segregation was the ruling law, and 
they adhered to it and probably espoused it and 
believed it deeply,” Williamson said. 
In addition to Clark’s dominating presence, 
Williamson said that Green was not a very ad-
ept leader. 
“He was a new boy on the block and he was 
not the smartest thing that came down the pike 
either, but that’s another story,” Williamson 
said. “So, anything Clark would have told him, 
he’d have to pay deep attention to for political 
reasons inside [of Sewanee].” 
The cancellation sparked controversy in the 
Episcopal Church, with Southern critics car-
ing less about the contradictory coupling of 
segrationism, racism and religion, and more 
about the reputation of the Church. Still oth-
ers, though, decried Sewanee’s segregation-
ist stance—the Episcopal Church did, after all, 
serve racially diverse congregations throughout 
the country. 
For College Historian and Keeper of Kenyo-
niana Tom Stamp ’73, the Chalmers’ decision 
was intended as a statement of Kenyon’s values. 
“I think that President Chalmers was genu-
inely trying to make a point about treating all 
of the students at Kenyon the same way,” Stamp 
said. He pointed out that it was Chalmers who 
decided to recruit minority students to Kenyon 
after a conversation with Langston Hughes. 
Hughes, after speaking at Kenyon, asked 
Chalmers why Kenyon was all white. This, ac-
cording to Stamp, was a wake-up call for the 
president. 
Chalmers, who knew the principal of Bal-
lard’s high school in Philadelphia, recruited Bal-
lard, alongside Jackson, to enroll in the fall of 
1948. Ballard remembers Chalmers fondly. 
“He was a great educator and he built a very 
fine school and he was very true to his values,” 
Ballard said. “He was a wonderful man.” 
While Ballard trusted Chalmers’ decision to 
cancel, he chose to take advantage of the unex-
pected day off. Ballard and Jackson rode with a 
friend and mentor of theirs who lived in Mount 
Vernon down to Columbus for the evening. 
“We went to a nightclub, to a blues nightclub, 
and we had a great time,” Ballard said. 
As for the news of the game cancellation, 
Ballard remembers it being a big deal for Ken-
yon, making headlines not only in the Collegian 
but also in the Columbus Dispatch and the New 
York Times. While in Columbus, the news of 
the cancellation arose only once. 
“I just remember one little incident: Stanley 
and I were in this trolley car … Some guy turned 
around and he was reading Columbus paper—I 
think [the game cancellation] was in the Colum-
bus paper—and Stan said, ‘See this guy here’—
he pointed at me—and said, ‘He’s the one they’re 
writing about,’” Ballard said. “I don’t know why 
Stan said that, but it was funny.” 
The game against Sewanee would have been 
Kenyon’s last that season. Instead, Kenyon’s final 
game took place the week before against Hobart 
College, a 41-7 loss for the Lords. 
Since the cancellation happened so late in the 
semester, Ballard says his mind was simply on 
other things at the time. 
“We had final exams coming up,” he said, “so 
we just settled down and did our work.” 
Even so, the name Sewanee carries a certain 
ring with it for Ballard. 
“When I see Sewanee, I don’t have great feel-
ings about it, and that’s about it. I think it was 
bad for them, and good for Kenyon,” Ballard 
said. 
While Kenyon’s president stood up for Bal-
lard and Jackson in this instance, Kenyon suf-
fered from less public forms of segregation. 
Ballard, who would serve as student council 
president, was not allowed to join any of the 
fraternities at Kenyon. According to the Black 
Students at Kenyon archive, Ballard and Jackson 
would instead go to parties at Ohio State Uni-
versity that were hosted by historically black fra-
ternities. The archive also cites that Ballard and 
Jackson did have to live under segregation when 
the Lords travelled to the South for sports. 
Meanwhile, Williamson wrote in his 2008 
book Sewanee Sesquicentennial History: The 
Making of the University of the South that the 
game cancellation foreshadowed shifting 
changes in the South. In fact, segregation at Se-
wanee was challenged in 1953 when the insti-
tution admitted John M. Moncrief, Jr., a black 
Episcopal priest, into a summer program for 
clergy at Sewanee’s seminary. Williamson said 
that real progress did not begin to happen at 
Sewanee until 1961, when students began get-
ting involved in the civil rights movement and 
when, as Williamson put it, new, left-leaning 
faculty replaced “the old guys,” who were “dy-
ing off or retiring.”
Williamson reflected that athletics pro-
grams’ strict adherence to segregation was a 
loss in the South. Even though Sewanee was not 
particularly proud of its team, football in the 
South and in the United States was and is a ma-
jor cultural institution. Bear Bryant, the famous 
University of Alabama football coach, is storied 
to have said, “If we really want to integrate the 
South, all we have to do is integrate the football 
teams.” In fact, in some states in the South it was 
even illegal to have integrated crowds at football 
games.
Williamson, who was a football manager 
during his student days at Tulane University, 
believes that athletics officials in the 1950s could 
have made a big difference in changing racist at-
titudes in the South. 
Referencing university presidents and ath-
letics administrators, Williamson said, “These 
guys knew they were sitting on something that 
could change the social life [of the South], but 
nobody was willing to take the first step to do 
that.”
Several hundred miles north, the first steps 
at integrating black men at Kenyon were exactly 
that: first steps. Only nine black men graduated 
from Kenyon in the 1950s. After Chalmers’ sud-
den death in 1956, the Colleges’ modest efforts 
towards inclusivity waned further and only four 
black men would graduate in the 1960s, still 
barred from much of Kenyon’s social life. 
As for Ballard, academic success at Kenyon 
was soon followed by achievements elsewhere. 
He earned a Fulbright to the University of Bor-
deaux in France, where he also served in the 
Army. Ballard then enrolled in Harvard Uni-
versity’s Soviet Union Regional Studies Pro-
gram, earning a Ph.D. in government in 1961. 
Before a long career at SUNY-Albany, Ballard 
was a professor at Boston University, Cornell 
University, Dartmouth University and the City 
College of New York, where he served as the 
first black dean. He credited his football days 
with teaching him the value of getting back up 
even after a loss.
As for his time at Kenyon, after dropping 
their final game of the 1949 season, Ballard and 
company came on strong in 1950, finishing 
with five wins, one tie and zero losses. Notice-
ably, for the first time since 1946, Sewanee was 
not on the Lords’ schedule for that season, and 
they would not be again until 1964, the year that 
Congress passed the Civil Rights Act. 
 The 1949 Lords pose for a team photo. Their season was over early after Sewanee refused to play them due to Kenyon being interracial.  | COURTESY OF TOM STAMP
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Left: Mike Henry ’20, William Newhart ’23 and James DiSandro ’22 drink their beers. Right: DiSandro and Newhart scream melodies into mics.  | ANNMARIE MORRISON
American Idiot incites discomfort and excitement in crowd
The set design of Colburn Hall, not 
a traditional location for theatrical 
performance area, immediately sig-
naled to the audience that the Kenyon 
College Players’ (KCP) production of 
American Idiot would not be a typi-
cal musical. Audience members had 
the options of sitting either in folding 
chairs or directly on the f loor, just 
centimeters away from the “stage” 
where the cast would be perform-
ing. Colburn was dark and crowded, 
with cardboard signs covered in spray 
paint plastering the walls and bearing 
remarks on 9/11 and the Bush presi-
dency. Described as an “energy-fueled 
rock opera,” American Idiot ’s edgy, 
raucous stage design set the tone for 
the show: It almost wants you to feel 
uncomfortable.
The musical follows the lives of 
Johnny (James DiSandro ’22), Tun-
ny (William Newhart ’23)  and Will 
(Mike Henry ’20), who struggle to 
find meaning in a post 9/11 world. 
Bored with the routine of their small 
hometown lives, the trio leaves for 
the city. However, this plan is quickly 
turned on its head when Will has to 
return home to care for his pregnant 
girlfriend and when Tunny later de-
cides to enlist in the Army. This leaves 
misguided Johnny alone to experi-
ence the highs and lows of city life, 
which includes love, loss and drug 
addiction. Needless to say, American 
Idiot tackles a host of issues in a post 
9/11 world, using Green Day’s iconic 
album, the show’s namesake, to do so.
Addiction is one of the main is-
sues the show tackles. Johnny be-
friends the chaotic St. Jimmy (Olivia 
Lopes ’22), a character representing 
drugs and the addiction to them. For 
example, each time Johnny is in the 
presence of St. Jimmy, the pair shoot 
up heroin. This is most seen dur-
ing the performances of “St. Jimmy” 
and “Give Me Novacaine,” echoing 
the lyrics of “I’m here to represent 
/ that needle in the vein of the es-
tablishment” and “Out of body and 
out of mind / ...Jimmy says it’s bet-
ter than here.” This relationship adds 
great depth to the characters, as we 
see Johnny hit rock bottom and grow 
from the struggle. Towards the end 
of the musical, St. Jimmy eventually 
dies, symbolizing Johnny’s ability to 
overcome his heroin addiction. 
Meanwhile, Will and Tunny face 
upheavals of their own. Will appears 
forlorn in every one of his scenes, de-
pressed that he couldn’t accompany 
his friends on their trip to the city. 
He sits on a couch in the corner of 
the set for most of the show, though 
this setting doesn’t distract from the 
big issues he fares. He struggles with 
his pregnant girlfriend, who eventu-
ally leaves him for being a bad part-
ner and father due to his addiction 
to alcohol and cocaine. In the Army, 
Tunny gets critically injured in com-
bat and has to deal with the resulting 
trauma.
The musical featured a full live 
band, which added a layer of immer-
sion. Ensemble members stomped, 
kicked, jumped, sang and even 
screamed in audience members’ faces, 
often making intense eye contact as 
they did so. This high-energy perfor-
mance worked to unnerve the viewers 
and make them feel the chaotic, re-
bellious nature of the characters. 
KCP’s production of American Id-
iot directly engaged everyone in the 
room like few other musicals, con-
tributing to its resounding success. A 
truly captivating performance, Amer-
ican Idiot is a production that chal-
lenged the creativity and ingenuity of 
everyone involved.
MIKAYLA CONNOLLY
ARTS EDITOR
Kenyon alumni highlight the importance of podcasting
Which is better: novels or televi-
sion? On Feb. 20, Kenyon students, 
faculty and community members 
gathered in the Gund Gallery Com-
munity Foundation Theater to watch 
a live-recorded podcast debate this 
oft-discussed question. Their argu-
ment centered around the novel High 
Fidelity written by Nick Hornby 
along with a Hulu adaptation which 
flips the gender of its protagonist. 
Two podcast teams of Kenyon 
alumni joined forces for this event: 
Margaret Willison ’07, Kathryn Van 
Arendonk ’07 and Andrew Cun-
ningham ’08, the hosts of the pod-
cast Appointment Television, as well 
as the hosts of Overdue, Cunning-
ham and Craig Getting ’08.
High Fidelity is the story of Rob 
Flemming, a mid-30s man who 
works at a record store in London. 
He makes “desert-island top-five 
lists” for seemingly everything: from 
his favorite and least favorite things 
to the awful things he has done to 
people in relationships. In an inter-
view, Hornby explained Rob makes 
these lists due to, “a male impulse of 
controlling and investigating your 
emotional response to things.” In 
this way, Rob focuses on the misery 
in his life rather than the choices he 
made to contribute towards it. 
“It’s striking how much maleness 
is central to Rob’s understanding of 
himself,” Willison said. Despite this, 
Willison also said that she found 
herself identifying with him. This 
surprised her, as it rejected the book’s 
implication that only men could feel 
these emotions. 
Willison felt the TV adapta-
tion validated her feelings as “these 
things that are presented as exclu-
sively male are actually ways that 
any person can be dumb and emo-
tionally messed-up.” The TV show 
explored this through the flawed fe-
male version of Rob. Van Arendonk 
mentioned one episode in which one 
of the supporting characters had his 
own backstory episode. The viewers 
learned important events in his life 
they could not discern from Rob’s 
point of view, demonstrating Rob’s 
single-minded, completely egocen-
tric view of the world.
“TV has this capacity to do this 
stand-alone episode and then come 
back without spoiling some bigger 
arc of the season,” Van Arendon said.
The panelists then moved beyond 
High Fidelity to debate the merits of 
Kenyon alumni in the fields of novels 
vs. television.
The novel side, led by Cunning-
ham and Getting, first mentioned 
Laura Hillenbrand ’89, who wrote 
Seabiscuit: An American Legend as 
well as Unbroken. Both books spent 
months at the top of the New York 
Times Best Seller list and were adapt-
ed for the screen. Next on their list 
was Bill Watterson ’80, who wrote 
one of the most popular comics of 
all time, Calvin and Hobbes. Lastly, 
they mentioned John Green ’00 who 
wrote The Fault in Our Stars and has 
a successful Youtube channel.
The TV side chose Josh Radnor 
’96 from How I Met Your Mother 
and Allison Janney ’82 from The 
West Wing and Mom. Willison ex-
plained that both actors brought 
their characters to life with “Kenyon 
intelligence and verve.” Thirdly, they 
mentioned fellow alumnus Jonathan 
Winters ’50, an important actor in 
50s television as well as the first per-
son to be filmed on color television. 
After they were done presenting 
their arguments, the audience ap-
plauded for their favorite side: Televi-
sion, they decided, was superior. 
This event was many attendees’ 
first experience listening to a pod-
cast. However, a few students men-
tioned they had previous experience 
with podcasts. Amanda Waterstone 
’23 said she listened to “one on Spo-
tify about creepy stories … strange 
behaviors.” The event did not sway 
her much in the debate between nov-
els and television.
“I still like both equally,” she said. 
Others felt differently. Valerie Ka-
kos ’23 said that she “still preferred 
books.” However, she felt that “the 
discussion was beneficial, as it let me 
see both sides of the argument in a 
broader way.” She also felt it showed 
her “exciting Kenyon alumni suc-
cess stories in both fields.” Kenyon 
students may find their experiences 
prepare them for similar successes, 
whether in novels, television or even, 
potentially, podcasts.
STEPHANIE DEGNORE
ARTS ASSISTANT
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On Thursday, Feb. 20, students 
and faculty convened in the Buch-
wald-Wright Gallery to see Kate 
Nichols ’04 discuss her works, some 
of which are currently on display as 
part of the Alumnae: 50 Years ex-
hibit. While a student at Kenyon, 
Nichols learned about the history 
of painting and how traditional Re-
naissance artists created their own 
materials. This inspired her to ex-
plore this idea in a modern context 
by creating and using completely 
synthetic materials. One theme 
Nichols referenced repeatedly while 
summarizing her art career is the 
blending of art and science; she 
mixes painting traditions that have 
been followed for hundreds of years 
with cutting-edge technology such 
as gene editing. Her extremely ex-
perimental body of work forces the 
viewer to ask themselves what de-
fines a painting in today’s evolving 
art world.
Just after college, Nichols be-
came very interested in replicating 
the colors and shades found in parts 
of nature, particularly reflective 
shades like fish scales and bug shells. 
She attempted to recreate these ef-
fects with traditional pigmented 
paint, but found it impossible. After 
investigating, Nichols found that it 
was because these iridescent colors 
were created not by pigments but by 
nanoparticles that are smaller than 
visible light, normally completely 
invisible to the invisible eye. Years 
later, she realized that laboratories 
investigating nanotechnology could 
help her find a way to paint with 
these nanoparticles. She reached out 
to a lab in San Francisco and they 
invited her to be their artist in resi-
dence for 10 years so that she could 
put paint to canvas.
Initially, Nichols was only able 
to present these nanoparticle paints 
on glass. Deepening her work, she 
studied ways of presenting them 
on a more papery material. She re-
searched more organic substrates 
that she could use and discovered a 
bacteria that creates cellular masses 
so that they can float in liquids to 
have access to oxygen. When these 
masses are dried, they shrink and 
resemble a skin-like material. 
“I originally thought that I 
would use these as a substrate for 
my nanoparticle paintings,” Nich-
ols said. “But once I started making 
them, I thought, ‘I don’t think they 
need me’ … I didn’t have to draw 
on them.” This started a new body 
of work for her as she explored the 
creation of these artificial skins.
Finally, her current exploration 
of cutting-edge gene science has led 
to her being extremely interested in 
how painting can be incorporated 
in gene editing and specifically with 
CRISPR, a DNA program which 
allows for relatively easy modifica-
tions of genes in living organisms. 
One of her recent works was a series 
of detailed oil paintings of zoomed-
in portions of butterfly wings which 
have been genetically modified to 
have color abnormalities, which al-
lowed her to tap into traditional 
painting techniques while explor-
ing what future models of painting 
may be like. The butterfly’s genetic 
edits were described as the scientist 
painting new colors onto the butter-
fly. Reflecting on this, Nichols won-
dered what new scientific discover-
ies will contribute to the art world.
“It’s interesting to me to think 
about what it will mean to be a 
painter in fifty years, or a hundred 
years,” she said.
In her works, Nichols contin-
ues to explore what it means to be a 
painter in our modernizing world: 
emphasizing how current human 
innovations clash and meld with 
nature and exploring what happens 
when one combines old with new, 
and synthetic with organic.
PAIGE KELLER
STAFF WRITER
Above: Nathan Geese '21 sports the iconic "Kenyon Roll" in Wiggin Street Coffee. The cuffed-pants trend has become ubiquitous on Kenyon's campus. | TOMMY JOHNSON
You have seen it. Perhaps you have 
mocked it. Maybe you even do it. The cuff, 
the roll, that extra two or so inches of ankle 
that many Kenyonites expose by rolling up 
their jeans, khakis, corduroys and chinos, 
showing off their shoes, socks or skin. Cuff-
ing pants is not unique to Kenyon, but the 
“Kenyon Roll,” as my roommate called it, 
may best be defined as embracing the cuff 
during one’s stint as a Kenyon student. 
Style and fashion are often framed in 
terms of sartorial choice, of expressing in-
dividuality. The Kenyon Roll, then, is sig-
nificant in its ubiquity and ambiguous ori-
gins. It occupies a space in campus style 
that toes the line, for certain students, be-
tween choice and conformity, free expres-
sion and fitting in. 
For Nate Gordon ’20, the Kenyon Roll 
is something he took note of and actively 
resisted. 
“It’s something that I noticed a lot of 
people do around campus, and you defi-
nitely have got to respect the style, but I 
think it’s one of the ways I’ve decided to not 
conform,” he said. “I let my pants go all the 
way down to my shoe.” In other words, by 
letting his pants meet his shoe, Gordon—
who opts for the classic regular-fit denim 
and chinos—is, in other words, a “stacker.” 
Other students, though, have chosen to 
adopt the style because of its functionality 
or simply because they like the way it looks. 
In a joint statement from Julia Hintz ’20 
and Isa Mojares ’20, they wrote that wom-
en under 5 feet 6 inches who wear women’s 
pants often have to end up cuffing them to 
make them fit, which is a cheaper option 
than getting them tailored. Despite being 
functional in origin, Hintz and Mojares 
wrote that they now like the way it looks. 
Teddy Hannah-Drullard ’20 comment-
ed in the Kenyon College Class of 2020 
Facebook group that they adopted the style 
because it “looks mad cute,” though they 
also wrote that the trend started as a signi-
fier of wealth. More expensive pants have 
even inner seams, which cuffing can reveal. 
Similarly, cuffing one’s pants can also show 
off expensive socks or shoes. 
“Either way, it’s a wealth flex,” they 
wrote. Teddy was introduced to this idea 
by a 2016 article on the fashion blog “The 
Subtle Things,” which pointed out that 
cuffed pants reveal high-end seams, shoes 
and socks. 
Miles Shebar ’20 was struck by the ap-
parent association with status.
“Apparently it’s some sort of ivory-tow-
er, elitist move, which definitely puts me 
more at odds with it than I had previously 
known I should be,” he said. 
For Shebar, an avid roller, the decision 
to cuff his pants was not a choice. Rather, 
the Kenyon Roll was imposed on him dur-
ing his junior year. 
“I am a pretty inactive, un-opinionat-
ed person about my own fashion and the 
Kenyon Roll was fully introduced to me, 
and I was talked into it by a former lov-
er, essentially, who re-outfitted my entire 
wardrobe,” he said. According to Shebar, 
this lover told him that he did not dress 
enough like a Kenyon boy. To address this, 
he bought some cuffable chinos from the 
GAP. He has not looked back since, calling 
the cuffed pants part of his current “uni-
form.” 
For Shebar, rolled pants have become a 
part of his low-effort approach to fashion. 
“The pants never unroll,” he said. “They 
go into the washing machine and the wash-
ing machine reinforces their ivory-tower 
elitist status.” 
As for where the trend goes in the fu-
ture, Gordon, who has sought to resist the 
roll, sees it continuing to permeate campus 
life.
“I think that the Kenyon Roll will defi-
nitely continue to proliferate but I think it 
might move to other articles of clothing,” 
he said. “You might see a lot of people roll-
ing up their arm sleeves, or you might see 
them rolling up, I don’t know, their socks. 
Their socks might start getting higher or 
getting lower, and you get people lowering 
their socks down.” 
Shebar, meanwhile, is unsure whether 
or not he will continue the Kenyon Roll in 
his postgraduate life. 
“I do need to seriously take a look at my 
fashion choice as I enter the professional 
world, and the rolls may find themselves 
lost,” he said. “The legacy of my former lov-
er may find itself lost in time [as well.]”
TOMMY JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Kate Nichols ’04 combines art and science in new exhibit
 The “Kenyon Roll” pants trend takes the campus by storm 
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This week, the Collegian is asking the administration 
to let our students go abroad.
In this issue, we report that, due to the influx in stu-
dents who wished to go abroad in the spring of 2021, 
between 30 and 40 members of the class of 2022 have 
been placed on a waitlist and invited to consider chang-
ing their application to the fall. The imbalance has forced 
Kenyon’s hand, because, at a school of our size, a dispar-
ity of 70 students between the fall and the spring could, 
according to the College’s line, cause several capacity is-
sues, burdening residential spaces.
The first problem with this debacle is one of transpar-
ency. On the Center for Global Engagement’s website, 
they frame going abroad not as a matter of figuring out 
if you can go abroad but rather one of identifying “the 
best off-campus study program for your academic, cul-
tural, and personal goals.” If the goal of the study abroad 
program is to facilitate the best experience possible for 
students, they should not so radically and suddenly alter 
the college plans of 30 members of the rising junior class. 
At the point where you are forced to randomly assign 
students to a waitlist, it is too late to troubleshoot why the 
numbers for spring study abroad are higher. There are 
many reasons, and the College should be more fully pre-
pared for spring to be the more favored semester. 
Among other things, many fall programs start in July, 
giving students mere weeks at home before they resume 
their studies. Additionally, students who have studied 
abroad express that the transition back to Kenyon is 
more difficult for those who leave campus in the fall and 
return in the spring. There is unquestionably something 
harder about hopping back into Kenyon’s tight-knit and 
clique-ish social life in the middle of the academic year 
rather than at the beginning. If fewer juniors want to be 
on campus in the spring, that’s another question alto-
gether for the College to seek to answer. Responding to 
this fact should not come in the form of punishing stu-
dents after applications have already been submitted. 
It is doubly unfair to students to put them in a posi-
tion where they have to rush to change their plans right 
in the middle of spring break. For example, some study 
abroad programs have March 1 deadlines and many oth-
ers have deadlines that occur in the midst of the break. 
While Vice President for Finance Todd Burson de-
fends the school’s decision, stating a potential of stress 
put on the school with much more students here, what if 
the 30 on the waitlist decided to cancel their abroad plans 
altogether? Wouldn’t there still be the same amount of 
students on campus in the fall? Will the school be forced 
to refuse admission to students or tell students to take a 
semester off because not enough want to go abroad in the 
fall? While these are certainly concerns the school has to 
deal with, certainly they are no more grave than those 
associated with over-enrollment, which the College has 
weathered in the past.  
Moving forward, the College should be clearer about 
the potential for students to get short shifted by the 
abroad process. Right now, the College considers the 
high number of students who go abroad to be a key sell-
ing point for prospective students. If it wants to continue 
promoting study abroad as an experience that will allow 
everyone to find the best program for them, the College 
must be ready to account for perfectly logical disparities 
in student preferences for which semester they choose. 
The entire sophomore class has been treated like a sta-
tistic to push at admissions panels. The College should 
fix this problem and treat them like students. 
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief 
Becca Foley ’20 and  Adam Schwager ’20 and executive 
director Tommy Johnson ’20. You can contact them at fol-
ey1@kenyon.edu, schwager1@kenyon.edu and johnson1@
kenyon.edu, respectively.
For as long as I can remember, the 
things that I loved have made me seem 
ditzy. Whether it’s the fact that I care 
about fashion, that my taste in TV shows 
only ranges from the Bachelor to Love 
Island or because of the voice that I 
use when I write. I like to describe this 
voice as some calculated version of Car-
rie Bradshaw as a Jewish mother, a voice 
that is conversational, lighthearted and 
shrewd. Although I hope to pursue a ca-
reer in journalism, this voice of mine has 
led me on an untraditional path. While 
most of my peers in the field aspire to be-
come reporters for the New York Times, 
I dream of getting to write about fash-
ion, sex and feminism for a magazine or 
website.
This is the type of writing I think I’m 
good at, the type of writing that makes 
me feel smart. But why is it that people 
see this career path as less serious or 
respectable? While my writing and ca-
reer aspirations are just one example, I 
have found that too often the ways that 
I choose to express my intelligence seem 
to only diminish it in the eyes of others 
rather than establish it.
In a creative writing workshop at Ke-
nyon, I wrote a short story about a fe-
male protagonist who was honest, funny 
and pretty horny. While I was compli-
mented on this story and given posi-
tive feedback, I was also called a “dirty 
girl” in front of my classmates and felt 
as though I was being judged on my 
sexuality rather than on my writing. Al-
though this situation may be unique to 
me, I imagine that the struggle to be tak-
en seriously in the classroom is one that 
most women can relate to. It was always 
that my writing was “humorous, unique 
and entertaining”—but never that it was 
“smart.”
I began to wonder: Why is it that 
women are more likely to be praised as 
“nice,” “creative” or “passionate,” rather 
than being called smart? How can we 
explain the fact that women tend to be 
told that they are good students because 
of their participation, put-togetherness 
or other contributions to the class-
room, rather than for their ideas or in-
telligence? While I cannot say for sure, 
I would speculate that there is a key ele-
ment that created this stigma: The ways 
women are more likely to express their 
intellect, and the fields that they choose 
to be involved in, have already been 
deemed as less smart, impressive or im-
portant. 
It’s no secret that at Kenyon, and in the 
world, college majors are gendered. Men 
are much more likely to be in fields like 
math, physics or economics, while wom-
en are more likely to pursue degrees in 
psychology, women’s and gender studies, 
or English. While the classic mantra that 
“we need more women in STEM” is im-
portant and encourages women to break 
into male-dominated fields, I wish that 
we could also learn to praise women for 
the fields that they are already involved 
in. Women in STEM are often depicted 
as superheroes and placed on a pedestal, 
which only perpetuates the notion that 
male-dominated fields are more valuable 
or admirable.
I believe that if we keep this in mind, 
we can start changing the culture at Ke-
nyon. Begin to notice when people call 
psychology a “soft science,” kindly cor-
rect a friend if they compare the difficul-
ty of their major to another, and encour-
age yourself to call a woman in your class 
“smart,” not just because this article told 
you to, but because she probably is.
It’s important to remember that there 
are many different types of intelligence, 
and each person has their own unique 
set of strengths. The difficulty of a major 
or an activity is relative to each individu-
al and how their brain works. So I would 
never wish to say that the fields women 
more commonly occupy are more ben-
eficial or important in some way—but 
rather, we must recognize that those 
fields are currently viewed as inferior, as 
less smart, and work to give all areas of 
study not only equal praise, but the same 
kinds of praise.
It’s time we push ourselves to erase 
whatever one image we have of quint-
essential intelligence, and begin to see 
intelligence as simply someone’s expres-
sion of their passion and skill. Wheth-
er there is an impact in our society, on 
campus, or in one classroom, it’s impor-
tant we rewrite the concept of what we 
see as “smart” to ensure that women are 
included in the definition. 
Mia Sherin ’22 is an English major 
from Wilmette, Ill. You can contact her at 
sherin1@kenyon.edu.
The College must 
take responsibility for   
fixing the spring study 
abroad waitlist fiasco
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It’s time we stop gendering intelligence
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Across
1. Nuyoricano dance
6. Twitch
11. Quintessentially yellow 
transport
14. “The Lord is my Shep-
herd,” for example
15. No-no
16. Carrying the Krud
17. Nifty necktie
18. To destroy Pompeii, if 
you were Etna
19. Inquisition hotspot in 
India
20. To go for broke
23. Took an exam
26. To prepare for a zom-
bie apocalypse, perhaps
27. Impulse
28. What sticks and stones 
may do
34. Attitudes of the proud
35. To straighten out
36. FAFSA pre-registry, for 
males
39. Relationship-ending 
remark
44. 157.5°, on a compass
45. Medieval guitar
46. Prefix for meter or 
scope
47. 2018 Kim Petras hit 
song
51. Popular sax variety
54. Address often con-
cluded with a com
55. “___ Kingdom come”
56. “Yeah, right”
62. Nixon’s beginning and 
end?
63. Piper Chapman, by the 
end of OITNB
64. Well-caffeinated
68. Like Rodham, to Sec-
retary Clinton
69. Law-giving Mount
70. To take to cloud nine
71. Dynamite alt.
72. Dour
73. _____ Holiday (inci-
dentally, if taken in early 
March, relates to the four 
longest across answers)
Down
1. Cruise ship amenity
2. Doofus
3. Kenyon or Vassar, abbr.
4. Schlump
5. Acela Express servicer
6. Risqué
7. Yellowstone or Great 
Smoky Mountains
8. To sit as Gambier to the 
College Township
9. Second year, for short
10. Speck
11. Cuban export
12. Parallel to
13. Daphne of Scooby-Doo
21. “Okay, so… well, like….”
22. Quintessentially yellow 
transport
23. spiT-Q
24. April 15, to an astrolo-
gist
25. Concise
29. Certain wood, before 
or after burning
30. Paper-saver, in the 
bathroom
31. Crystal ball
32. Neither here ___ there
33. Suffix for a Nazareth 
denizen
36. Clay-pigeon hunting
37. Quranic chapter
38. Like many 2000s 
hairstyles
40. Torredor’s cry
41. Liberal religious denom., 
founded 1961
42. “c u ___,” a terse text 
ta-ta
43. Investment fig.
47. Tough row to ___
48. To upload to Moodle, 
perhaps
49. Mined material
50. Semiformal staple
51. CIA lackey
52. Flax fiber
53. It comes in plasma and 
smart varieties
57. Hot ____
58. To exeunt, to a
non-thespian
59. Source of teen 
self-consciousness
60. Piglet, for example
61. Mass of a liter of water, 
for short
65. Brand of cooking aero-
sol 
66. Bake sale org., at many 
elementary schools
67. Japanese dough
Congrats to Caleb Stern ’23 for being the first to submit a correct solution to last 
issue’s puzzle!
 Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword to  cross-
word@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
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CROSSWORD Cameron Austin Crossword Editor
On the night of Sunday, Feb. 16, 
it came to my attention that the Cen-
ter for Study of American Democ-
racy (CSAD), which was in charge of 
campus voter registration this year, 
had not made any announcements 
regarding the Feb. 18 voter registra-
tion deadline for the Mar. 17 Ohio 
Primary Election. As a student pas-
sionate about voting rights, who has 
registered many students to vote in 
previous years, I am angry and disap-
pointed with CSAD. 
Earlier this year, CSAD asked that 
student organizations such as Kenyon 
Democrats discontinue their practice 
of registering voters; given that these 
organizations are partisan, they were 
concerned that this could deter stu-
dents with conflicting political beliefs 
from registering. Instead of tabling, 
CSAD installed registration booths in 
Peirce, Gund Gallery and the Book-
store. As of Feb. 14, it was unclear if 
those booths had been emptied; by 
some accounts, students had placed 
their forms in these boxes months 
before and still had not received any 
confirmation that their forms had 
been processed, raising questions 
as to whether their forms had been 
turned in at all. The Ohio Secretary 
of State requires that forms be turned 
in within 10 days of being signed 
and dated—therefore, some of those 
forms could have become invalid. I 
reached out to CSAD that Friday and 
was told that they were working on 
the situation. After receiving no up-
date by Sunday, I sent my first email 
to the entire campus regarding voter 
registration, alerting the community 
that the voter registration deadline 
was that Tuesday, Feb. 18. 
After the early and unannounced 
closure of the CSAD voter registra-
tion booths on the evening of Mon-
day, Feb. 17, I decided to take matters 
into my own hands: I offered the en-
tire campus the opportunity to give 
me their voter registration forms so 
I could personally take them to the 
Board of Elections the next day. 
By Tuesday night, over 80 students 
had gone out of their way to find me 
and give me their forms, just in time 
to make the registration deadline.
 Though we as a campus should 
be proud of this accomplishment, we 
cannot ignore the larger issue at hand: 
Things should not have gotten to this 
point. The fact that I felt the need to 
take it upon myself to register our 
peers to vote speaks to a larger sys-
temic issue. While I believe I did what 
was right, I also acknowledge that this 
was a stopgap solution, and ultimately 
cannot fully compensate for CSAD’s 
poor management of the situation. 
In future elections, there may not be 
a student who feels compelled to take 
the actions which I took. Going for-
ward, Kenyon must make a stronger 
effort to ensure that student voter reg-
istration is as accessible as possible. 
Some may argue that Kenyon stu-
dents should not vote here, as they 
are often not from the area and may 
not have the same interests as local 
residents. However, we do live here 
for four years, and the policies and 
candidates that are voted on directly 
impact us. For example, Knox County 
will vote on a new sheriff this election 
cycle, a change in leadership which 
could have drastic effects on student 
life—should we not have a say in that? 
Kenyon prides itself on being inter-
twined with the Gambier communi-
ty. To not encourage students to vote 
in Gambier is contradictory. But sim-
ply reminding students to vote come 
election day is meaningless if they are 
not registered to vote in the first place.
So what would this look like? First 
and foremost, the registration dead-
line must be publicized earlier and 
more effectively. Students should 
not have to rush to ensure that they 
are registered the day of the dead-
line. Simply returning to tabling for 
voter registration would help to re-
mind people that the deadline is ap-
proaching; it is much easier to walk 
by a small booth than it is to walk by 
a human who is speaking to you, re-
minding you to register. If there are 
still concerns regarding the partisan 
nature of the organizations who run 
registration, then CSAD can take up 
the mantle of tabling in Peirce them-
selves. Additionally, tabling helps 
to prevent errors, as volunteers can 
check the forms over before a voter 
submits it; a booth with a box cannot. 
However, this alone would sim-
ply return us to the way things were 
during the 2018 midterm elections, 
which, though effective, could have 
been better. If we want to improve 
accessibility of voter registration 
on this campus, we need other op-
tions. One method that has proven 
successful is institutionalizing voter 
registration. Kenyon should provide 
more structured support for registra-
tion services instead of relying on the 
motivation of individual students or 
the efforts of student groups. North-
western University, for example, has 
included voter registration as part of 
their orientation, giving students the 
opportunity to either register on cam-
pus or request an absentee ballots for 
their home state. Though it is true that 
Kenyon students have to update their 
voting address each time they move 
dorms, this kind of programming 
would ensure that roughly a fourth of 
the entire student population is regis-
tered in a given year, which would be 
monumental. I urge Kenyon to con-
sider making this an institutionalized 
process, and I ask the Office of First-
Year Experience to include this in fu-
ture orientation programming. 
I am just one of nearly 2,000 stu-
dent voices here at Kenyon. But if I 
had the ability to ensure that over 
80 students were registered to vote, 
imagine the results if we as a commu-
nity made a wholehearted and institu-
tionalized effort to do the same. 
Sophie Krichevsky ’21 is an Amer-
ican studies major from New Ro-
chelle, N.Y. You can contact her at 
krichevsky1@kenyon.edu.
Students deserve better when it comes to voting registration
SOPHIE KRICHEVSKY
CONTRIBUTOR
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Left: Mike Matteo ’22, looks to pass while surrounded by three defenders. Right: While charging forward, Julia Losey ’23 cradles the ball. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
Lords fall to 4-3 after three 
losses at ITA Championship 
Lords remain undefeated, Ladies win in thrilling shootout
The Lords lacrosse team played 
their second game of the 2020 sea-
son on Saturday, taking on Capi-
tal University at home in the newly 
opened Benson Bowl’s first lacrosse 
game.  Kenyon was able to keep their 
momentum from the first contest of 
the season rolling, ultimately beat-
ing Capital 11-6 to improve to 2-0 
on the year. While Capital gained an 
early lead in the contest, the Lords 
fought their way to a 6-3 lead before 
halftime. From the purple and black, 
Matt Pollock ’21 and Will Robbins 
’21 excelled, each contributing a pair 
of goals.
In the third quarter, offense was 
hard to come by, with the lone goal 
of the period scored by Capital’s 
Adam Rieger with less than a min-
ute remaining. The fourth quarter, 
however, saw the Kenyon offense 
find its stride: Beginning with a goal 
from Mike Bazzano ’23, the Lords 
scored five times, sealing their vic-
tory. In the final quarter Sam Hum-
phrey ’20 and Will Harrigan ’21 
were also able to find the back of the 
net, Pollock completed his four-goal 
performance with a pair of goals. 
Other notable performances for 
the Lords included Jack Giuffre ’23, 
who scored twice, and Vi Lobo ’21, 
who added two assists in the vic-
tory. Capital managed to get back 
two goals in the fourth, but it wasn’t 
nearly enough to match the Lords’ 
offensive efforts; Kenyon recorded 
twice as many shots taken as Capi-
tal, outshooting the Crusaders 60-
30.
“We played a very physical game 
and that ended up helping us get the 
win,” Weston Powell ’22 said. “We 
dominated time with the ball and 
had several forced turnovers that we 
were able to capitalize on.” Next up 
for the Lords will be a game on the 
road: against The University of the 
South, in Sewanee, Tenn., on March 
1 at 1 p.m.
The Kenyon Ladies made the 
most of an incredibly high-scoring 
competition against the John Car-
roll University (JCU) Blue Streaks 
on Saturday, besting the home side 
22-20. With 42 goals scored com-
bined, the Ladies had their highest-
scoring game since 2006, in which 
they defeated Oberlin College 24-21. 
On Tuesday, the Ladies traveled to 
Alliance, Ohio to play the University 
of Mount Union, where they fell 18-
10. 
The Ladies held the lead through-
out the match, opening the game 
with four unanswered goals. Caro-
line O’Neill ’23 started the scoring 
after about five minutes in, tallying 
what would be her first of four goals 
in the game. She was assisted by Julia 
Mahoney ’21, who led the game with 
four assists. Maggie Grabowski ’20, 
who also notched four goals, scored 
a minute later, followed by two goals 
in a row from Julia Losey ’23. Losey 
led the team in goals this game, with 
six goals and one assist. On her high-
scoring evening, Losey credited her 
teammates for “pushing [her] in 
practice every day.” 
The Blue Streaks attempted to 
close the gap, with the first half 
quickly turning into a back-and-
forth scoring battle. The Ladies went 
into the second half with a two-goal 
lead, hanging on with a 10-8 score-
line. 
Kenyon began the second half 
with another four-goal effort. JCU 
scored twice back-to-back, halting 
the Ladies’ offensive rush, before 
Tatumn Eccelston ’23 scored to give 
the Ladies a 16-10 lead. The two sides 
alternated in scoring before Kenyon 
boosted their lead by netting three 
consecutive goals. The goal-scoring 
frenzy continued somewhat evenly 
between the two teams until about 
eight minutes left in the half, when 
John Carroll managed five goals in a 
row, bringing the scoreline to a tight 
21-20. Losey closed out the match 
with her final goal, giving the Ladies 
the victory. She attributed the high-
scoring match to both teams’ in-
tense desires to win. “Once one team 
scored,” she said, “the other would 
retaliate.” 
In their next game, the Ladies 
were unable to keep pace on the road 
against the University of Mount 
Union Purple Raiders, falling 18-10. 
The Purple Raiders rode a strong 
second half to victory, outscoring 
Kenyon 10-4 in that timeframe. 
In the early portion of the game, 
the Ladies were in control. With 
goals from Avery Morgan ’20 and 
Eccleston, and two goals from Ma-
honey, the visitors jumped out to a 
4-1 lead. After the two teams traded 
goals, the Purple Raiders scored five 
straight to put them up 7-5. Head-
ing into halftime, Kenyon trailed 
8-6. They were unable to withstand 
Mount Union’s firepower following 
the break, as they were outscored 
10-2 for the rest of the game. Ec-
cleston led Kenyon with five points 
on two goals and three assists in the 
loss. 
Over spring break, Kenyon will 
travel to California to play three 
games. The first one will be against 
the Pomona-Pitzer Sagehens in Cla-
remont, Calif. 
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER
Mens
SAM HAGA
STAFF WRITER
Womens
This past weekend, the Kenyon College 
men’s tennis team made the trek to St. Peter, 
Minn. for the ITA Championship. The com-
petition was tough, and the very fact that the 
Lords were playing in this tournament proved 
them to be worthy contenders. However, the 
Lords struggled to rise up against their op-
ponents; Kenyon fell 5-4 to the University of 
Chicago (UChicago), 7-2 to Case Western Re-
serve University (CWRU) and 5-4 to Gustavus 
Adolphus College (Minn.). 
Despite being unable to claim a victory at 
the championship, the Lords were persistent 
in their individual sets and continued to put 
forth their best effort over the course of the 
weekend. 
In the first round, the No. 11-ranked Lords 
faced the No. 4-ranked UChicago Maroons. 
UChicago got a head start with their doubles 
play, winning two of three flights. Partners 
Pascal Lee ’22 and Luis Andres Platas ’23 
gained a doubles victory for the Lords at 8-7 in 
the second flight. The singles matches proved 
to be more tightly contested: Team captain Ja-
cob Zalenski ’20 defeated Joshua Xu in the first 
singles match and teammates Austin Diehl ’20 
and Lee also won their respective sets. 
The following day, the Lords faced No. 
12-ranked Case Western. The CWRU Spartans 
won all three doubles flights and four out of the 
six singles flights. Zalenski snagged another vic-
tory in his match at the top flight, defeating the 
Spartan’s James Hopper, 7-6, 7-6. 
Finally, the Lords concluded the weekend by 
playing Gustavus Adolphus College. As was the 
case against UChicago and Case Western, dou-
bles were Kenyon’s downfall. Partners Brian Yo-
shino ’21 and Lee, in the third flight spot, were 
the Lords’ only victorious doubles team. Yoshi-
no also stood out in singles, tying up the score 
for Kenyon by beating Gustavus Adolphus’ 
Daniel Fouchier 6-0 and 6-3. At the first singles 
spot, Zalenski gained a victory as well. Aided by 
the additional triumph of Thomas Kallarakal 
’23, Kenyon was within match point of snatch-
ing the win. Even after reaching a third-set tie-
breaker, Kenyon was unable to clinch the vic-
tory and finished the weekend with a combined 
record of 3-9 in the third through sixth singles 
spots. 
The Lords will take another long journey on 
March 7 when they venture to Lake Nona, Fla. 
to face the University of Mary Washington (Va.). 
SYDNEY SCHULMAN
SPORTS ASSISTANT
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Mens
Yesterday, the NCAA announced the list of 
qualified swimmers who will compete in the 
2020 NCAA Division III Championships on 
March 18-21 in Greensboro, N.C.. The Lords 
will be sending 16 swimmers, headlined by 
2019 NCAC Swimmer of the Year David Fitch 
’21, who is set to compete in seven events, while 
the Ladies will be sending 12 swimmers, high-
lighted by two-time NCAC Swimmer of the 
Year Crile Hart ’21, who qualified for eight 
events.
Hart holds the top time this season in six 
different individual events, per USA Swim-
ming. However, since participants are capped 
at three individual events, Hart will only get to 
defend her times in the 100-yard backstroke, 
200-yard backstroke and 200-yard individual 
medley, the latter two of which Hart holds the 
NCAA D-III record in. 
Other top-ranked Ladies include Sum-
mer Otazu ’20, who ranks second in D-III in 
the 100-yard backstroke, Makena Markert ’21, 
ranked fourth in the 100-yard IM, Andrea Pert-
tula ’22, ranked fifth in the 100 IM and Olivia 
Smith ’23, ranked fourth in the 100-yard back-
stroke.
For the Lords, Fitch will attempt to overtake 
University of Chicago’s Byrne Litschgi in the 100-
yard backstroke, who he currently trails by .02 
seconds. In the 100-yard butterfly, Fitch is also in 
second and will be trying to catch his own team-
mate, Cherantha De Silva ’23, who beat out Fitch 
by .26 seconds at the NCAC Championship two 
weekends ago. 
While no one on the Lords leads the division 
in six individual events, they have a deep stable 
of top-tier competitors to help them take the Na-
tional Championship for the first time since 2015. 
Connor Rumpit ’20 is tied for second in the 500-
yard freestyle and fifth in the mile swim. Bryan 
Fitzgerald ’22 ranks just below Rumpit for fourth 
in the 500-yard freestyle and is first by .24 sec-
onds in the 400-yard IM. 2020 NCAC Swimmer 
of the Year Luis Weekes ’22 ranks third in both 
the 200-yard breaststroke and the 200-yard IM. 
The Lords have at least five swimmers who could 
compete for an individual title at Nationals. If ei-
ther of Kenyon’s top divers, Drew Albrecht ’23 or 
Mason Fishell ’23, can qualify for one of the 24 
diving spots at the Central Regional Diving Meet 
at Denison University this weekend, they could 
provide a crucial boost to Kenyon’s score in what 
is expected to be a tight Nationals meet.
Kenyon prepares for NCAA 
Swim & Dive Championships 
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Left: Madelyn Anderson ’22 dribbles past a defender. Right: Kase Cronin ’23 attempts a hook shot over a Gator. | REID STAUTBERG AND SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
JORDY FEE-PLATT
SPORTS EDITOR
Lords and Ladies secure six event victories at home meet
Matijasich plays in final game for Ladies, Lords finish 6-19
The Kenyon Ladies basketball 
team concluded their season this past 
week with losses to Allegheny College 
and Denison University. In their final 
contest of the regular season, the Al-
legheny Gators came from behind 
to defeat the Ladies, 67-63. The loss 
dropped Kenyon down to the No. 6 
seed in the NCAC tournament, as-
suring a first-round matchup against 
Denison’s Big Red. The Ladies were 
then defeated handily by Denison, 63-
43, for the eighth time in the NCAC 
tournament. Kenyon concluded their 
season with an admirable 10-16 re-
cord.   
In their first game against Al-
legheny, the Ladies got things rolling 
early. Greta Propp ’22 and Paige Mati-
jasich ’20 recorded the game’s first 
eight points. Ellie Schaub ’21 joined 
in on the offensive showcase, drain-
ing a deep 3-point shot to put Kenyon 
ahead 16-3. Despite the Ladies’ hot 
start, the Gators showed great resil-
ience and were able to crawl back into 
the game. By halftime Allegheny had 
cut the margin to just six points, trail-
ing 33-27. 
Allegheny seniors Julianna Skow-
ron and Zoe Youdell would simply not 
allow their final collegiate basketball 
game to end in a loss. The dynamic 
pair added a combined 45 points and 
28 rebounds. The Gators charged 
ahead and were able to tie the game 
up at 61-61 with just under three min-
utes to go in the fourth quarter. After 
two Matijasich free throws, the Gators 
finally took control of the game and 
locked down the Ladies offense. Al-
legheny held Kenyon to zero points in 
the last two minutes of play while put-
ting up the final six points of the game. 
In her final regular-season game, 
Matijasich was dominant as usual. 
The star guard led the team with 20 
points to go along with 11 rebounds, 
six assists and two steals on 33 percent 
shooting from the field. 
On Tuesday night, Kenyon headed 
to Granville, Ohio to face off against 
Denison in the NCAC quarterfinal 
round. Dension is ranked No. 3 this 
season in the NCAC with an impres-
sive 18-8 record. 
After getting off to a quick 5-0 
start, Kenyon went ice-cold. The La-
dies missed eight of 10 shots and 
turned the ball over five times in the 
remainder of the first quarter. By half-
time, the Big Red had opened up a 27-
19 point lead. 
The Ladies started the second 
half firing on all cylinders. Kenyon 
brought the game within striking dis-
tance and trailed by just four points, 
the tightest window since early first 
in the quarter. Denison then explod-
ed, going on an 11-1 run to clinch the 
game. The Ladies never brought the 
game closer than an eight-point deficit 
for the remainder of regulation. They 
had more turnovers (21) than shots 
(16) while converting just 35.6 percent 
from the field.
In her last game in the purple and 
black, Matijasich led the team as she 
has done all season. She notched 13 
points, five assists and seven rebounds. 
“Because our team is so young, 
we can learn a lot from Paige and her 
competitive nature, her love and pas-
sion for basketball, and her leadership 
and kindness on and off the court,” 
Propp said. “She has impacted the 
[Kenyon women’s basketball] pro-
gram in so many ways and she is leav-
ing behind a huge legacy.”
Matijasich will surely be missed at 
Kenyon, and will always be remem-
bered in the record books. She finishes 
her career ranked fourth of all time in 
free throw percentage (77.8), fifth in 
rebounds (687) and seventh in points 
(1,402).
The Kenyon Lords basketball 
team’s season ended last Saturday 
with a 100-77 loss to Allegheny Col-
lege. Despite solid play on the offensive 
end from the Lords, their defense was 
once again overmatched. 
After getting off to a 4-3 start, 
the Lords then went 2-15 in their re-
maining 17 games, finishing 6-19 
with a 3-15 record in conference play. 
While Kenyon’s season ended on a 
nine-game losing streak, they did 
double their win total from the pre-
vious year, demonstrating some im-
pressive young talent. According to 
Carter Powell ’20, some highlights 
for the year included the team’s upset 
of Lycoming College in Florida over 
Winter Break, as well as seeing the un-
derclassman continue to develop their 
game. 
In the game against Allegheny, the 
Lords started strong, jumping out to a 
9-2 lead on Powell’s  hot hand. Allegh-
eny responded in full force, though, 
shooting over 51 percent from the 
field. All five of Allegheny’s start-
ers were in double digits, including 
23 points, eight rebounds and six as-
sists from forward Jordan Rawls. The 
Gators’ scoring effort was only three 
points shy of the Tomsich Arena scor-
ing record of 103. 
On the Lords’ end, Powell scored 
19 points and Ugnius Zilinskas ’21 
contributed 16 points and seven as-
sists, a career high. Powell’s 19 points 
capped off an excellent career and a 
senior season that was highly produc-
tive, despite coming off a knee injury. 
He led the team with an impressive 17 
blocks and contributed an average of 
11.1 points per game. He made a ca-
reer-high 40 percent of his 3-pointers. 
“I was just happy to contribute 
in any way,” Powell said. “You kind 
of have to change your game a little 
bit when you’re not as quick or as ex-
plosive as you used to be,” which, he 
explained, can mean taking 3-point 
shots rather than driving to the rim. 
Zilinskas, who averaged 16.7 
points per game, will be in contention 
for conference-wide honors. Powell 
expects a lot from him, both in terms 
of offensive output and as a leader, be-
ing the team’s only rising senior. 
With three seniors graduating 
this year, Ryan O’Neil, Alex Cate and 
Powell, the emphasis for next year is 
going to be ensuring first years and 
sophomores step into leadership roles. 
“This off season, [Kenyon] need[s] 
to get stronger and need[s] to become 
more comfortable playing with each 
other,” Powell said. 
In terms of wins and losses, Pow-
ell says that it’s never easy to win six 
games, and some losses can be demor-
alizing. On the other hand, he lauded 
the team’s closeness and dedication 
to improvement, something that will 
propel what is one of the conference’s 
younger rosters, boasting seven first 
years, in the future. 
“I think a big takeaway from this 
season is that the people around you 
and the lessons you learn are just as 
important as the wins and losses,” 
Powell said. 
JOE WINT
SPORTS EDITOR
Sean Lee ’23 clears the pole. His jump was enough to give him first place, just 5 
inches short of setting a new Kenyon indoor record. |SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA
On Friday, the Lords hosted their 
only home meet of the season at 
Toan Track. Kenyon raced against 
the College of Wooster and Mount 
Vernon Nazarene University in the 
unscored Kenyon Tri Meet competi-
tion. Over the course of the night, 
the home team secured three event 
victories, all three of them season-
bests. Calvin Agran ’22 won the long 
jump with a leap of 19-3½; this was 
over a foot better than second-place 
finisher Luke Henke from Wooster. 
Another victory for the Lords 
came from Sean Lee ’23, who cleared 
13 ½ feet in the pole vault. Lee came 
just 5 inches short of setting a new 
Kenyon indoor record. Trevor Glea-
son ’23 also won the 200-meter race 
with a time of 22.90, which is .19 sec-
onds below the Kenyon record. The 
Lords will compete next this week-
end at the NCAC Indoor Champion-
ship in Granville, Ohio. 
Six Ladies took home first place this 
weekend in three events, as the track and 
field team competed in the unscored Ken-
yon Tri Meet at Toan Track. Jaidyn Cook 
’22 finished first in the triple jump, as she 
posted a season-best 31-9 ¼, over three 
feet further than her closest competitor. 
Following up strongly was Duffy Lemire 
’21, who won the high jump by clearing 
5-1¼. Caitlyn Haas ’20, Mary Shawaker 
’23, Olivia Kane ’22 and Francesca Bern-
tsen ’23 were responsible for the final Ken-
yon victory of the day in the 4x400-meter 
relay, recording a collective time of 4:31.77. 
On Sunday, two Ladies also partici-
pated in the NCAC Indoor Pentathlon in 
Oberlin, Ohio. Abigail McCarty ’22 fin-
ished in fifth, while Erica Conant ’23 came 
seventh. 
Next up for Kenyon is the NCAC In-
door Championship this weekend at Den-
ison University. 
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